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The parliament, upon their great success in the
north, thinking the king's forces quite broken, had
sent their general, Essex, into the west, where the
king's army was commanded by prince Maurice,
prince Rupert's elder brother, but not very strong;
and the king being, as they supposed, by the absence
of prince Rupert, weakened so much as that he
might be checked by sir William Waller, who,
with four thousand five hundred foot, and fifteen
hundred horse, was at that time about Winchester,
having lately beaten sir Ralph Hopton. Upon all
these considerations, the earl of Essex marches
westward.

The forces in the west being too weak to oppose
him, everything gave way to him, and all people ex-
pected he would besiege Exeter, where the queen
was newly lying-in, and sent a trumpet to desire he
would forbear the city, while she could be re-
moved; which he did, and passed on westward,
took Tiverton, Biddeford, Barnstaple, Launceston,
relieved Plymouth, drove sir Richard Grenvil up
into Cornwall, and followed him thither, but left
prince Maurice behind him with four thousand men
about Barnstaple and Exeter. The king, in the
mean time, marches from Oxford into Worcester,
with Waller at his heels; at Edgehill his majesty
turns upon Waller, and gave him a brush, to put
him in mind of the place; the king goes on to
Worcester, sends three hundred horse to relieve
Durley castle, besieged by the earl of Denby, and
sending part of his forces to Bristol, returns to Ox-
ford-

His majesty had now firmly resolved to march
into the west, not having yet any account of our
misfortunes in the north. Waller and Middleton
waylay the king at Cropedy bridge. The king as-